all your counsels are in Him for evermore. Saint
James, also, says: If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God/ And after that, then shall you take
counsel within yourself, and examine well your
thoughts, concerning all things that seem to be the
best for your own profit. And then shall you drive
from your heart three things that are opposed to the
following of good counsel, and they are anger, and
covetousness, and hastiness.
"First, he that takes counsel within himself, cer-
tainly he must be free from anger, and this for many
reasons*. The first one is this: He that has great ire
and wrath within himself thinks always that he is
capable of doing things that he cannot do. Secondly,
he that is angry and full of wrath cannot think or
judge well, and he that cannot judge well cannot well
advise. The third reason is this: That 'He that is
angry/ as says Seneca, 'can speak only to berate and
blame/ And thus with his vicious words he drives
others into a like state.
"And too, sir, you must drive covetousness out of
your heart. For the Apostle says that 'The love of
money is the root of all evil/ And, trust me, a
covetous man cannot judge correctly, nor can he
think well, save only to the furtherance of his
covetousness; and that, in truth, can never really be
accomplished, because the richer he becomes, the
greater desire has he for yet a larger abundance.
"And, sir, you must drive hastiness out of your
inmost heart. For certain it is that you cannot hold
to be best the sudden thought that comes into your
heart, but you must weigh it and advise upon it.
For, as you have heard before, the common proverb
has it that he who resolves in haste soon repents.
Sir, you are not always in like mood and of a like
disposition; for surely that which at one time seems
good to you, at another appears to be quite the
contrary.
"When you have taken counsel within yourself,
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